ANDREW JENSON’S TRAVELS IN HAWAII, MAY 31 TO JULY 25, 1895
LAIE, OAHU, HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, May 31st, 1895 – Thursday May 30th
On my arrival at Honolulu yesterday I was somewhat disappointed at the
appearance of the place; but as I traveled up and down its principal streets I
liked it better and better. The neat cozy residence of the more wealthy citizens
surrounded by fine tropical orchards, the extensive parks, respectable business
blocks, government buildings, well-paved streets and macadamized roads
cannot fail to make a favorable impression upon the stranger. The appearance
of Honolulu and vicinity, as viewed from the sea is deceptive as to size and
extent, owing to the dense shrubbery growing along the seashore from
Diamond Head on the southeast to the Kamehameha schools on the northwest,
a distance of six miles. It is after the visitor lands and begins to observe the
leading features of the city and the novelty of everything around him that he is
struck with the great change from American or European scenery. A wealth of
tropical foliage with is brilliant colors and the dwellings with their broad
verandas shaded with vines covered with flowers attract attention wherever one
goes.
The present number of inhabitants in Honolulu is about 25,000, made up of
about 10,000 natives and half whites, about 4,500 Chinese, 2,000 Japanese,
and the remainder Americans and Europeans, the Chinese occupy one section
of the city and the Portuguese another, but the bulk of the population live
intermixed. Notwithstanding this mixture of races, there has never been much
exhibition of race prejudices or jealousies, as is shown by their free commercial
and social intercourse. The English language is predominant and strangers
familiar with it will find no difficulty in getting along, either on the streets or in
the stores.
The harbor of Honolulu was discovered by the captain of a trading vessel,
November 21st, 1794, who named it Fairhaven, and Honolulu, in the Hawaiian
language has the same meaning. Though small, it is perfectly safe in all kinds
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of weather, being completely landlocked. Its entrance is through the coral reef
which surrounds the islands and is deep enough to admit the largest ships
afloat in the ocean.
Since June, 1846, when the ship Brooklyn en-route from New York to
California with a company of about two hundred Saints on board, touched at
Honolulu, the place has figured somewhat prominently in the history of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The two hundred and fifty
missionaries who have been sent from the headquarters of the Church to labor
on the Hawaiian Islands have all landed at and departed from Honolulu
excepting those who have not yet returned. Most of the Elders en-route for the
other islands of the Pacific (the Society Islands excepted) as well as New
Zealand, Australia and India have called at Honolulu on their way out and
back. Nearly all the Elders who are appointed to labor on the different islands
of the Hawaiian group sail from and arrive at Honolulu as they are assigned to
their respective fields of labor from time to time. It is also the common postoffice address for all our missionaries laboring on the Hawaiian Islands. On
the arrival of mails from America, all letters and papers addressed to the
missionaries find their way to Box 410 Honolulu where the president of the
Honolulu branch receives them and redirects all mail matter to those of the
elders who are laboring outside of Honolulu, he always being posted in regard
to their whereabouts. This is done right at the post-office without being obliged
to pay extra local postage. There has been a branch of the Church in Honolulu
since 1853, and at the present time it is the largest branch in the mission,
containing as it does about 500 members. Elder Edwin C. Dibble is president.
The branch has a fine meeting house erected in 1888 under superintendency of
Elder Matthew Noall. The main building is a frame structure, 30 x 50 feet with
a well proportioned tower on the east end. It stands on Punchbowl Street,
about a mile from the harbor. Adjoining it is the missionary’s cottage, with
four rooms on the main floor which has been the temporary home of many an
Elder in past years, and may do service as such for many years to come.
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The Saints in Honolulu are generally poor, and since the overthrow of the
monarchy a great number of them, refusing to take the oath of allegiance to the
new government, have been thrown out of employment. Nearly all the natives
seem to be opposed in their hearts to the dethronement of the queen, and look
upon the whole affair as a treacherous scheme concocted by the “missionaries”
and other white adventurers, who have grown rich at the expense of the
Hawaiian people in many instances. They look hopefully to the United States
government for justice, and think that their queen will shortly be restored to
the throne and the present temporary government be forced to vacate in her
favor. Though everything is quiet and peace reigns supreme at present, it is
evident that the troubles are not yet over, nor is the dissatisfaction by any
means confined to the natives, but many influential people among the whites –
those particularly who failed to become office-holders under the new
government are not in sympathy with the present administration.
Our brethren here are taking no part whatever in political affairs, but they
have in many instances suffered under the suspicion that they were in
sympathy with the other white people, who pretend great friendship for the
natives, but who in reality are their secret enemies. On this account whole
branches of the Church have actually withered away or died spiritually; and
the Elders laboring on the respective islands have had experiences in this
connection different to anything had by their predecessors in the ministry.
There are numerous instances where natives have resurrected their belief in
their ancient gods, at least in part thinking that by this means they may obtain
their rights and have their own government re-established. An effort is being
made so I am told on the part of the present government and its friends to
convince the world that the Hawaiian people are in full accord with the new
government, and that the opposition is confined to a few “sore heads” only; but
I am fully convinced through information which I have already obtained from
the most reliable sources that this is a mistake. The natives generally speaking
are opposed to the change of government, and though many of them were not
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in close sympathy with the queen prior to her dethronement, they condemned
in the strongest terms the usurpation which they think was practiced in
connection with the overthrow of the monarchy.
Friday, May 31st, I paid a visit to the government buildings in Honolulu,
where I had a pleasant interview with Honorable Sanford B. Dole, the president
of the Hawaiian republic. He is a tall, stately gentleman of military hearing and
pleasant address. He wears an extra long beard, which has given occasion to
numerous jokes on the part of his political opponents. In my interview with
him, he declared himself a friend of the Mormons, and having visited the Laie
plantation on several occasions, he knew our people to be of a practical and
industrious disposition, and wished us success. He only objected to one thing,
he said, in connection with our practices, and that was our inducing the
natives to emigrate to Utah, and then after their arrival there neglect to care for
them, and thereby put the Hawaiian government to the expense of paying their
transportation back. I assured him that if any of the natives had been
persuaded to go to Utah against their will I was not aware of it; and so far as
neglecting them after their arrival, I know this to be a fact that no other class of
emigrants had been cared for by the Saints like the Hawaiian people. In the
first place the Church has bought a large tract of land on the island of Oahu at
an original cost of something like $14,000, and this land had for thirty years
been worked as a plantation and stock ranch by missionary labors in the
interest of the Hawaiian people; and a few years ago also a ranch was bought
by the Church in Utah for the special benefit of those natives who had
emigrated to the headquarters of the Church, and had ever since been
conducted in their interest, under the direction of competent men who had
labored as missionaries on the islands and knew how to care for the
Hawaiians. If, after all this special care and outlay of means in their behalf,
some of them got dissatisfied and wanted to return to their native islands, it
must be for other causes. It certainly was not on account of any neglect on the
part of the Church or its representatives to care for them. The president
seemed pleased with my explanation and expressed a desire to converse with
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our presiding Elder on the islands as I suggested he could obtain from him full
particulars of our missionary operations here better than from me who had just
arrived.
LAIE, OAHU, Hawaiian Islands, June 3rd, 1895. – Saturday June 1st, 1895,
in the morning I was introduced to the missionary brethren and sisters at Laie.
There were twelve of them besides eleven children, twenty-three souls all told.
Elder Matthew Noall, president of the Hawaiian mission and manager of the
Laie plantation; Sister Elizabeth D. Noall, wife of Matthew Noall, mission
president of the Relief Societies on the Hawaiian Islands. They have both
acquired the Hawaiian language to a wonderful degree of perfection, and Sister
Noall, on account of her proficiency in the language is sometimes called the
white Hawaiian by the natives, who are very fond of her and would like her to
stay with them forever. No other missionary sister, so far as it is known, has
ever learned the Hawaiian language like she has, but it is to be hoped that
others will follow her example, and that hereafter our missionary sisters as well
as the elders will put forth their best efforts in trying to acquire the language,
without which they are necessarily incapable of doing much good among the
natives.
They are doing well and seem to have the spirit of their calling upon them,
most of them also getting along nicely in acquiring the language. Peace and
union seem to prevail at the missionary home, and everyone has duties to
perform. Prayers are held in the parlor which is designated as the prayerroom, morning and evening. The time for prayers and meals is always
announced by the ringing of a bell. All the missionaries take turn in praying
and most of them in doing so, use the Hawaiian language.
Monday June 3, 1895. The brethren at the mission house at Laie saddled
up their horses, which Elders Matthew Noall, Walter Scholes and myself
mounted, and took a long ride over the plantation and along the sea-coast. By
this means I became acquainted with topographical and industrial features of
Laie, which property consists of nearly 6000 acres of land. This was purchased
early in 1865 with a view to making it a gathering place for the Hawaiian
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Saints. It will be remembered that the natives at that time were forbidden by
law to emigrate to other countries; and thus being prevented from gathering to
Utah like coverts from other parts of the world, it was thought best to provide a
local gathering place. The property cost about $14,000. Laie has a coastline of
about three and a half miles; the Laie landing where steamers occasionally call
to take on and unload freight is about a mile and a quarter from Lanihuli, the
missionary home. The purchase extends inland for a distance of about four
miles, or to the top of the mountains which form the boundary line between the
districts of Koolauloa (in which Laie is situated) and Waialua. Of the 6000
acres only about five hundred acres can be classed as level and fertile lands;
another five hundred acres is grazing land, consisting mostly of low hills and
rolling country; then there is about 2,500 acres of timber or forest mountain
land, and nearly the same amount of mountain grazing country. Of the 500
acres tillable land, 160 acres are planted this year with sugar cane; 150 acres
are rented to Chinamen for rice fields; 18 acres are planted in kalo and ten
acres in potatoes; about 75 acres are covered by so-called “kuleana’s” (small
lots) which were owned by natives at the time the purchase was made in 1865.
The town site of Laie covers about one hundred acres. The mission home
called Lanihuli stands on elevated grounds about a quarter of a mile from the
centre of the village of Laie and about the same distance inland from the
seashore (nearest point.) The premises consists of the new and commodious
cottage of modern architecture, one of the finest upon the island of Oahu
outside of Honolulu – built under the direction of Elder Matthew Noall in 1893.
It is a two-story frame building containing nine rooms in the lower story
besides hall closets, bathroom etc., and seven upper rooms, mostly used as
sleeping apartments. About 160 feet to the southeast stands the old mission
house, which was there in 1865 when the purchase was made; it is now used
as a schoolhouse, in which Elder Harmon and Sister Fisher are teaching the
English government school. Adjacent to this building is another small cottage
occupied by Elders Brown and Birdno and their families, and near the new
mission house is a smaller two-room cottage occupied by Brother Fisher and
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family. Elders Noall, Harmon and Scholes live with their respective families in
the new mission house. During my temporary stay at Laie I will occupy an
upper room with a window facing the east from which I have a beautiful view of
the coast, the reef and the breakers out in the ocean, also the valley of Laie and
the steamboat landing beyond. Only a portion of the native population reside
in the village; the remainder live on lots and parcels of land at different points
of the plantation, some of them as far as two miles away.
Nearly a quarter of a mile from the mission house stands the beautiful
Laie meetinghouse built in 1882-83 at an expense of nearly $8,000. It
occupies an elevated piece of ground and can be seen to advantage a long
distance off. It is known among non-members of the Church as the Mormon
Temple – a distinction which it perhaps duly deserves, it being the finest house
of worship on the island of Oahu outside of Honolulu. About sixty yards away
to the northwest is the old meeting house erected in 1866 soon after the
purchase was made; it was used for all public gatherings prior to the erection
of the new meeting house. Between the meeting houses and the mission home
on one side and the village of Laie on the other, lies an open piece of prairie
land covered with a beautiful carpet of fine grass called maniania, which serves
as play ground for the children and occasionally for the grown up natives. This
extensive natural lawn is the means of keeping everything clean and pleasant
around the mission house as there is no dust flying through the air, though the
wind blows at Laie almost without cessation. Yes, at Laie wind has often been
commented upon. It prevents trees and flowers from growing, and the
missionary sisters from wearing bangs. Many attempts have been made in
former years to raise fruit and shade trees on the Laie property; but every trial
in that direction has proven a failure so far except in places where they are
protected from the wind either by hills or buildings, and then they only grow as
high as they are protected. A few trees planted on the shielded side of
buildings at Laie are proof of this assertion. But while the wind prevents trees
from growing on exposed ground, it is a harbinger of health and vigor to the
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inhabitants. The air around Laie is always good and pure, as it is constantly
blown in from the mighty ocean. To inhale it freely means life and renewed
strength of mind and body. While the air at times is awfully hot and oppressive
at Honolulu and at many places on the eastward side of the islands it is always
good and pure at Laie. The missionaries, who when visiting the capital, are
perspiring and feel uncomfortable under the oppressive heat, are always sure
to obtain immediate relief when they return to mission headquarters. The town
site of Laie is laid off like most of our town sites in Utah into regular blocks, the
streets crossing each other at right angles, but the natives have not built their
houses in conformity to the streets; they seem to face every way as if each
builder has sought to make his house face different to that of all his neighbors.
Most of the houses rest upon stilts. In their erection the upright timbers have
been left long enough to raise the floor several feet from the ground. In
countries where unhealthy vapors constantly arise from the ground, such a
mode in building would certainly be a great improvement on the present style
of architecture. Another peculiar feature in connection with the dwellings on
the Hawaiian Islands is the absence of chimneys. In a country where it is
perpetual summer there is no need for that particular commodity which is so
very essential in a more northern clime.
There are no continuous living streams on the Laie property, though in
times of rain there are a number of riverlets and creeks which find their way
from the mountains to the ocean, such water being utilized as much as
possible for irrigation purposes. But the surface water thus obtained being
inadequate, five artisan wells have been sunk on the property, namely three by
the plantation company and two by the Chinese, who have rented lands for
raising rice. The largest of the plantation wells which is about 300 feet deep,
gives forth water at the rate of 469 gallons per minute, through a 7⅝ inch pipe.
Preparations are being made now to sink another well with at least double that
capacity. It will cost about $3,000. One of the wells sunk by the Chinamen
gives forth a stream large enough to run their rice mill. From that well also,
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the mission house obtains its water supply for culinary purposes. After the
missionaries had carried the water used at the house up a hill for a distance of
nearly 1000 feet during 28 years, Elder Noall got permission from the
Chinamen to tap the well, or attach a small pipe, through which the water is
conveyed a distance of about 600 feet into a tank built at the base of a
perpendicular cliff, on the top of which a wind-mill was built to pump the water
up twenty-five feet into an upper tank, from which another line of pipe
conducts it into the missionary home 390 feet further on. This very desirable
improvement was made in 1892, Elder Noall personally doing all the plumbing,
first introducing the water into the old mission house and later into the new
building when that was completed. The pipes introduce both hot and cold
water into the bathroom, kitchen and wash house.
Considerable stock is kept on the Laie plantation, and of late years the
kinds have been greatly improved. There is good grazing during the winter
season; but the species of grass growing on the Hawaiian Islands seems to
contain so few nutritious properties that cattle and horses who feed in grass
knee deep keep poor, the consequence is that even milk is a scarce article on
the plantation where they milk sixteen cows. But from all these less than a
gallon of milk a day is obtained. I am informed that one good cow properly fed
in Utah will give as much or more milk than ten cows on the Hawaiian Islands.
Horses and mules on the islands are also poor, except such as are fed on grain
and hay imported from California.
To prevent the Laie plantation cattle from straying off on to other people’s
property a wire fence three miles long was built recently on the north line of
Laie, or between that and the Kahuku ranch extending from the sea to the
mountains. Four miles more of fence, also built recently, divide the grazing
part of Laie into four paddocks, or separate pasture enclosures. Material is
also on hand for a fence to be built on the other side – on the line between Laie
and the Kaipapau lands. The sea on the northeast and the mountains on the
southwest serve as the best possible fence in those directions.
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Cane-growing and sugar manufacturing was once a very profitable industry
on the Hawaiian Islands, and for years almost every other industry was
neglected in its favor, but now the competition in the sugar line is so great that
the industry does not pay, unless the cheapest kind of Japanese and Chinese
laborers are employed and the best and most modern machinery used in
making the sugar, and the article turned out on a large scale. Much of the
lands at Laie which has been used for raising cane during the past thirty years,
is now run down to such an extent that it cannot produce good crops any
longer; hence some of the lower lands have been discarded, and about sixty
acres of new and higher lands taken up, which depend almost exclusively upon
mountain streams fed by rain water to mature the crops. In order to save and
utilize the water, quite an extensive reservoir was built in the Wailele gulch in
1893. A sixteen foot aeromotor, with a capacity of 10,000 gallons per minute,
has also been imported and built for the purpose of raising water from one of
the artesian wells on the higher grounds. During the busiest season from fifty
to eighty natives are employed on the plantation; their labors are directed by
the manager and his assistant or assistants.
Both men and women are employed and I am specially requested by one of
the missionary sisters to record the facts as a point in favor of woman’s rights
that the women are among the most faithful laborers, and excel many of the
men in doing the same kind of work. As an exception to the general rule, but
as a true reward of merit, the manager of the plantation has paid for actual
work done, and thus the women who worked faithfully got higher wages than
some of the men.
The old cane mill erected in the days of Harvey H. Cluff, has stood idle for
about six years. It together with the blacksmith shop, stands about half a mile
south of the mission house.
Our ride along the coast was very interesting to me. A small peninsula
extends quite a distance out into the ocean from the grounds on which the
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village of Laie is situated; and there are three small rock islets a short distance
out from the shore.
Oahu is the most important island of the Hawaiian group though not the
largest. It has an area of 600 square miles, and its population was 31,194 in
1890.
There are 1438 Saints on Oahu, including children, namely 677 in the
Honolulu branch, 364 in the Laie branch and 397 in the Oahu conference,
which comprises ten branches, namely Kahana with 154 Saints, including
children, Kaalaea 27, Kailua 32, Waimanalo 21, Kalaekao 23, Halawa 17,
Waikele 25, Kawaihapai 20, and Waialua 43.
The Kahana branch embraces the Saints residing in the village of Kahana
which is situated in a beautiful little valley extending inland from the Kahana
bay. The place is eight miles southeast of Laie. The branch has a lumber
meeting house, 38x20 feet, built in 1878; it also has a Sunday school, Relief
Society and Mutual Improvement Association for both sexes. J. Paulo is
president of the branch.
The Kaalaea branch comprises the Saints living in a scattered condition
along the shores of Koolau Bay, in the district of Koolaupoko, and on the
northeast shore of Oahu. The branch has a lumber meeting house (dedicated
by Elder Matthew Noall September 24, 1893) which has a central location on
elevated ground near the sea shore and is about sixteen miles southeast of Laie
or nearly midway between that place and Honolulu. Nakapuahi presides over
the branch.
The Kaneohe branch consists of the Saints residing in the settlement of that
name, situated in the district of Koolaupoko, on the northeast coast of Oahu,
almost twenty-two miles southeast of Laie and ten miles north of Honolulu.
The Kailua branch embraces the Saints residing in a native settlement of
that name, situated about five miles southeast of Kaneohe, or about eleven
miles by road northeast of Honolulu, in the district of Koolaupoko. Holi is
president of the branch.
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The Waimanalo branch consists of Saints residing in and near the sugar
plantation of that name in the district of Koolaupoko, near the southeastern
extremity of the island of Oahu, fifteen miles by wagon road northeast of
Honolulu and about thirty miles southeast of Laie. The saints own a lumber
meeting house which is situated near the foothills several miles inland and in
the outskirts of the town. There is also a Sunday school, Relief Society, and
Mutual Improvement Association. Waialeale presides over the branch.
The Kalaekao branch consists of the Saints residing on the dry, sandy and
sultry beach near the Pearl Locks, about eight miles of round-about road
northwest of Honolulu. Maukeale is president.
Halawa branch embraces the Saints residing in a little village or creek bed
near the main road about eight miles northwest of Honolulu, near Pearl harbor,
in the districts of Ewa and Waianae. Some of the members are addicted to the
habit of drinking awa and others are affected with leprosy. Kameka, the former
president of the branch, was taken to Molokai as a leper in March 1895, since
which the branch has had no presiding officer.
The Waikele branch consists of the Saints residing in a scattered condition
on the south side of Oahu in a district of country extending from Halawa
westward for a distance of twelve miles. It includes Kualakai and Honouliuli
and a number of very small hamlets situated on the numerous small streams
which put into Pearl Harbor from the mountains on the north. It is an old
branch of the Church dating back to the fifties and has had many presiding
officers. Kilauea now presides.
The Kawaihapai branch composes the Saints residing in a stock-raising and
rice farming district situated near the western extremity of the island of Oahu
in the district of Waialua. The village of Kawaihapai is situated on the seacoast
about four miles east of Kaena Point and about twenty miles from Laie. The
branch has a small meeting house and a Relief Society. Kaiona is president.
Waialua branch comprises the Saints residing in the town of Waialua, one of
the most important seaports of Oahu, situated on the northwest coast of the
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island, about twenty-eight miles northwest of Honolulu, and sixteen miles by
round-about coast road from Laie. The branch which is presided over by
Petero Umi, has a meeting house and a Relief Society.
From the foregoing it will be seen that there are five meeting houses, two
Sunday schools, four Relief Societies and two Mutual Improvement
Associations in the Oahu conference.
Monday June 10th. – At 6:10 a.m. I left Laie on a tour to some of the other
islands of the Hawaiian group in search of material for Church history,
accompanied by President Matthew Noall and wife and their little baby boy
George. We started for Honolulu with a horse team, and instead of taking the
nearest and more direct road to that city, we concluded to go a more
roundabout way, in order to visit a branch of the Church in another locality
and also to see other parts of the island. Hence instead of starting out in a
southeasterly direction we took the road leading northwest, and after traveling
three miles we reached the famous sugar plantation of Kahuku, which is
situated near the northern extremity of the island of Oahu. Here an
incorporated company has expended about a quarter of a million dollars, in the
construction and importation of a sugar mill, steam plows, pumps, wind mills,
houses, sheds, etc. About one thousand acres are cultivated in cane, and
about three hundred men, mostly Japanese, are employed. In passing through
we saw about one hundred and fifty of these, clad in their light working attire
of blue, engaged in planting cane in true oriental style. These Japanese are
paid from $10 to $12 per month for their labors, out of which they board
themselves; but wood for cooking purposes is furnished them free. The natives
(Hawaiians), of whom a few also are employed on the plantation, receive $18
per month for the same kind of labor. Of course overseers, foremen, etc., get
more. A cluster of white-washed lumber shanties built adjacent to the mill
constitute the Japanese part of Kahuku, while the officers quarters are
situated on the opposite side of the road, and consist of a number of fine and
comfortable frame cottages. During the last two years the managers of the Laie
plantation have had their cane ground and sugar manufactured here, as the
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old mill at Laie, brought by the Church many years ago, is incapable of doing
work suitable to the times. It is claimed that it lost about 30 per cent of the
saccharine matter in the process of extracting and manufacturing, which loss
in these days of close sugar competition, destroyed all the profits of the cane
industry; and it was found cheaper and better to let the Kahuku company do
the work on shares.
A short distance west of the mill, near the old village of Kahuku, the
company has built one of the finest and most modern steam pumps operated
on the islands. It pumps water from a bottomless spring (which yields forth
any quantity of water desired) to the higher ground, from which the water is
turned into the cane fields for irrigation purposes.
Sixteen miles from Laie we reach Waialua, the principal town on the
northwest coast of Oahu. This place, which nestles beautifully in its tropical
foliage and extensive orchards, is built along a fine bay affording good
anchorage and at the mouth of one of the chief streams of the islands. There is
a branch of the Church presided over by Petero Umi, whose large and
commodious dwelling built over fifty years ago, has for several years afforded
comfortable shelter for scores of Utah Elders, who have visited the Hawaiian
islands as messengers of truth and salvation. The Saints at Waialua own a
good and substantial meetinghouse in which regular services are held every
Sabbath, and the branch, though not so large as it was years ago, is in a fair
condition.
Monday, July 8th. After an excursion to Goat Island with some of the
brethren to gather fish, Jenson prepared to leave Laie for a tour of Kauai then
on to Samoa.
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ANDREW JENSON’S 1928 DESCRIPTION OF THE O’AHU BRANCHES
By Riley Moffat 2011
Andrew Jenson was Assistant Historian of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for
many years. He was born in 1850 in Damgren,
Denmark. The family joined the Church in 1854
and emigrated to Utah in 1866, settling in Pleasant
Grove. After a mission back to Denmark Andrew
become interested in publishing material about the
history of the Church. He began his Church service
in 1888 by throughout the Eastern U.S. collecting
material on Church history.
In 1891 Jenson was called and set apart as a
“historian in Zion” by Apostle Franklin D. Richards
to collect Church history material in the stakes
and missions of the Church. On May 2, 1895

Heber J. Grant and Andrew Jenson

Jenson was again set apart under the hands of
Presidents Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Joseph F. Smith and Apostle
Franklin D. Richards to travel throughout the world collecting Church history
in all the missions. This mission would last for over two years and cover 60,000
miles. He was also assigned to teach Church leaders how to keep accurate
records.
For the first eight months of this assignment he visited all the missions
in the Pacific and practically all the branches as well and recorded descriptions
of each one. Jenson continued collecting, writing, and teaching Church history
for the rest of his life right up until his death in 1941. He is probably best
known for his 850 volumes of the Journal History, the four volume Latter-day
Saint Biographical Encyclopedia, 1901-1936 and his Encyclopedic History of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1941. By the time he died he
proudly declared that he had visited and collected history in every mission
throughout the world except South Africa.
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In 1928 he took one of his wives, Bertha, and his daughter, Eva, and
traveled again to Hawaii to meet his son, Leo, who was returning home from
his mission to South Africa. Even though he was on holiday, he couldn’t resist
tabulating the condition of the Hawaiian Mission. On Tuesday, May 1 Elder
Andrew Jenson wrote the following descriptive article on the Hawaiian Mission,
which was published in the “Deseret News” of June 9, 1928. I’ll just cover what
he said about O’ahu.
HONOLULU DISTRICT
Honolulu District (or Conference) embraces the Saints residing in the city
of Honolulu and vicinity. It embraces nine organized branches of the Church,
Namely: Kalihi, Kalihi-Kai, Niuelewai, Kauluwela, Papakolea, Makiki, Kakaako,
Kalia and Waikiki.
Honolulu is the headquarters of the mission which numbers about
14,000 saints, including Hawaiians, Chinese, Japanese, Philippinos,
Samoans, Tahitians, Gilbert Islanders, and Portuguese, besides English,
Germans, Belgians, Scandinavians, etc. etc.

Dedication of Kalihi Chapel August 3, 1923

Kalihi Branch consists of saints residing in that part of Honolulu known
as Kalihi, in the north end of the city. It embraces the mission home,
containing 16 rooms, a native stone cement church with a seating capacity in
the main hall of about 700, with nine class rooms and the mission office in the
basement and rear. A fire-proof vault, baptismal font and book room are also
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Kalihi Chapel

Kalihi Mission Home

in the basement as well as lavatories, store rooms etc. Adjoining the mission
home on the west side is an $11,000 cement amusement hall. In the rear of
the chapel is a roofed-in gymnasium, 75 x 47 feet. The ground of the mission
headquarters contains two acres of land situated on the corner of Kalihi Road
and Beckley Street. (dedicated Feb. 22, 1921) Every Sabbath meeting is held
in the hall and there are in the branch a relief society, Sunday school, a
Y.M.M.I.A, a Y.L.M.I.A and a Primary Association. Paul Elia, a Hawaiian, is
president of the branch.1
Kalihi- kai Branch is composed of a few members of the Church residing
within the confines of Kalihi Isolation Home for those suffering with, or are
suspect of having, leprosy. They have Sunday school and primary Association
and hold their meetings in an open bowery near the beach, directly below the
Kalihi section of Honolulu, at the foot of the Puuhale Road in the northwest
section of the city of Honolulu. William Kailimai is president.

The stone chapel was on the same site as the present chapel, the gym was in the diamond head makai corner
of the property, the social hall was where the welfare building is now and the mission home was between the
chapel and the social hall facing Beckley Street. Construction started February 15, 1921. It sat 650 and cost
$50,000. The dedication was August 3, 1923 by Elders Anthony Ivins, second counselor in the First
Presidency and Richard Lyman of the Quorum of the Twelve. An older wooden chapel had been located
behind the 1923 chapel. The Kalihi Mission Home, purchased on October 30, 1920, was dedicated on
February 22, 1921 by Elder David O. McKay. This whole block was owned by the Abraham and Minerva
Fernandez family and it is believed they donated the property to the Church.
1
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Niuhelewai branch consists of Latter-day Saints residing in the vicinity of
Kaiulani School, on North King Street, Honolulu. There is a Sunday school
and a Primary Association. A native Elder is president of the branch.
Kauluwela Branch consists of Saints residing in a section of Honolulu
east of King Street and between Liliha street on the north and Fort street on
the south. Meetings are held at the Kauluwela school house. There is a
Sunday school and Primary Association. David Kaauehe is president of the
branch.2
Papakolea Branch
consists of Latter-day
Saints residing in the
vicinity of Punchbowl,
located on the east central
boundary of the city of
Honolulu. This branch
was organized about 1923
by Elder Clinton Lunt,

Lanakila Chapel

with Wm. Isaac as
president. In 1924, George Kaluna, who had labored as a missionary in
Honolulu conference about two years was appointed president of this branch
succeeding Wm. Isaac. Meetings are held in private residencies. The site of the
former mission home on Lusitana Street is within the boundaries of this
branch. The branch has a Sunday school and a Primary Association, the latter
being presided over by Julia Kaluna, who is acting as a missionary in the
Honolulu conference. The meetings have an average attendance of 70 to 80.
Makiki Branch consists of Latter-day Saints residing on or in the vicinity
of Makiki Heights and Roundtop, south and east of Punchbowl, on lands
owned principally by the government. There is a recently constructed chapel

The Niuhelewai and Kauluwela branches were combined when the Lanakila chapel was dedicated on
February 9, 1930 on the corner of Holokahana Lane and Oo Lane.
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with a seating capacity of 100. There is also a Sunday school and Primary
Association and meetings are held regularly. Samuel Kalauawa is president of
the branch.3
Kakaako Branch consists
of Latter –day Saints residing in
that part of Honolulu known as
Kakaako and neighborhood, and
a section of Honolulu. The frame
meeting house, which has a
seating capacity of 250 people,
is situated on Ilaniwai Street,
south of Cooke Street. There is a
Relief Society, a Sunday school. Y.M.M.I.A., a Y.L.M.I.A. and a Primary
Association. Regular Meetings are held. Samuel Kalo is president of the
branch.4
Kalia Branch consists of the Saints residing along the Ala Moana Road
which skirts the beach between the government piers and Waikiki drainage
canal. Meetings are held in private residences. There is a Sunday school and
Primary Association. Keawe
Kapeliela is president of the branch.
Waikiki branch (dedicated
1914) consists of that part of
Honolulu known as Waikiki where
there is a most popular bathing
resort. The meeting house is located
on King Street, or on the corner of
Waikiki Chapel

King and Artesian streets; it is a

The Makiki chapel on the corner of Pensacola and Matlock, now under H-1, was dedicated on April 1, 1928
by William M. Waddoups.
4 A Kakaako chapel was built in 1936 at 740 Ilaniwai Street.
3
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frame building with a cement
basement, having a seating
capacity of 250 in the main hall.
There are three class rooms in the
basement. James Kaulia is
president of the branch which has
a Relief Society, a Sunday school,
a Y.M.M.I.A., and Y.L.M.I.A. and a
Primary Association.5 A new

Kaimuki Chapel

building site has recently been
purchased in the residential section of the Kaimuki district and it is expected
in the near future to erect a $25,000 chapel on the same.6 The church also
owns an acre of good land near the Royal Hawaiian Hotel.7
LAIE DISTRICT
Laie District (or Conference) embraces all that part of the island of Oahu
which is not included in the Honolulu District. There are six organized

La’ie Temple ca. 1925

The Waikiki chapel is at 1902 South King Street on the corner of Artesia. The mission history in 1908 says
the chapel had been outgrown and a new one was dedicated in 1914. The one we see now was dedicated on
February 2, 1930 by William M. Waddoups. It is now the Tenrikyo Church.
6 This chapel was built at 929 15th Avenue.
7 This valuable property was probably one that was given to the Church by Abraham and Minerva Fernandez.
It was sold on December 31, 1929 and the proceeds are believed to have been used to buy the large lot, from
Makiki Street to Punahou Street that the Tabernacle was built on.
5
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branches in the Laie District, namely: Watertown, Pearl City, Wahiawa, Laie,
Laie-Maloo, and Kahana; also many scattered Saints.
Laie was purchased by the church for a plantation in 1865 and was,
until of recent years, the headquarters of the Hawaiian Mission. The beautiful
Temple at Laie brings thousands of interested visitors from all parts of the
world to the place. The Temple is situated in the midst of a beautiful grove of
tropical trees and shrubbery facing eastward to the sea. Adjacent to the
temple are the old mission buildings and also the village of Laie on the sea
coast inhabited by a goodly number of Hawaiian Saints.
Watertown Branch consists of Saints residing on the beach at the mouth
of the entrance to Pearl Harbor and bordering on the northwest side by Fort
Kamehameha, There is a frame meeting house in the branch with a seating
capacity of about 100, and
there is a Sunday school,
and a Primary Association.
Charles Clark is the
president of the branch.8
Pearl City Branch
consists of the Latter-day
Saints residing in or near
Pearl City which is situated
just off the Kamehameha

Pearl City Chapel

highway about ten miles
northwest of the city of Honolulu. A good frame meeting house, with a seating
capacity of 250, is centrally located on the town. Hosea Waiwaiole is president
of the branch in which there is a Sunday School and a Primary Association.9
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The site of this chapel is now on the Hickam Air Force Base.
This chapel was located at 912 Lehua Street in Pearl City.

7

Wahiawa Branch
consists of the Saints
residing on an elevated
plateau almost in the center
of the island of Oahu, about
a mile east of Schofield
Barracks, one of the largest
military posts in the world.
Wahiawa is situated in the
midst of a very large

Wahiawa Chapel

pineapple producing district and is reached by a branch lineWahiawa
of the Oahu
Chapel
Railway and Land Company. The branch, which is presided over by William K.
Kelii has a Sunday school and a Primary Association. Meetings are held in a
frame meeting house, owned by the church, with a seating compactly of about
150.10
Laie Branch consists of about 300 Saints residing in the Laie district
about two miles southwest of Kahuku, near the northwest point of Oahu. Laie
is 35 miles from Honolulu by road via the “Pali” or 50 miles via Waialua. The
Hawaiian temple and the Laie plantation buildings are located in this branch
in which there is a fine frame chapel near the sea coast with a seating capacity

I Hemolele
The Wahiawa chapel was dedicated on February 8, 1920 by E. Wesley Smith. It was located on the west side
of the present Avocado Street chapel lot and was replaced by the current chapel in 1950.
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of 600.11 In the Laie Valley, socalled, there is a post office,
railroad station, several stores,
a community house, a theatre,
an ice plant, a plantation office,
a telephone exchange, a barber
shop, etc. There is a comfortable
mission home, formerly used as
headquarters of the mission12,

La’ie Malo’o Chapel

and near the village is one of the finest beaches in Hawaii.
Laie-Maloo Branch consists of a number of Saints residing in a district
of country by that name, about two miles southeast of Laie village. In this
branch there is a small frame meeting house with a seating capacity of 75, in
which meetings and Sunday school sessions are held regularly. Laie-Maloo is
really a part of the Laie branch but it has a separate presiding Elder, whose
name is Joseph K. Apuakehau.13
Kahana Branch (dedicated 1878)
consists of Saints residing on the
shores of the beautiful Kahana Bay, 27
miles, by way of the “Pali”, from the
city of Honolulu or nine miles
southeast of Laie village. It is an old
branch of the church and has a frame
meeting house with a seating capacity

Kahana Chapel 1946

The cornerstone of I Hemolele was laid on April 6, 1882 with King Kalakaua and Queen Kapiolani in
attendance. It was dedicated on October 6, 1883 by Edward Partridge with King Kalakaua present. It was
moved off the hill in February 1916 to make way for the Temple and was accidentally destroyed by fire on
July 10, 1940.
12 The Lanihuli Home was built in 1893 and was used until 1960 as the mission home and later as a girl’s
dorm for CCH.
13 This chapel was located near the north end of Kokoloio Park at 55-105 Kamehameha Highway and was
later sold and moved to the Sacred Falls area in Punaluu where it stands now.
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of nearly 100, in which meetings and Sunday School are held regularly. Pua
Haaheo is president of the branch.14
That ends Jenson’s description of the branches on O’ahu. In his 1895
tour he goes into greater detail, but remember, in 1928 he was supposed to be
on sort of a holiday to meet his son coming off his mission. On this visit there
is no mention of the branches in Waialua or Nanakuli or possibly others that
may have existed.
On the eve of the organization of the Oahu Stake a 1934 Church
directory listed the following branches on Oahu: Kalihi, Lanakila, Kakaako,
Papakolea, Waikiki, Makiki, Kaneohe, Kahana, Laie, Laie-maloo Waialua,
Wahiawa, Nanakuli, Pearl City and Watertown.
The R. L. Polk directory for Honolulu and Oahu in 1933 lists LDS
chapels at 1725 Beckley Street (Kalihi), 740 Ilaniwai (Kakaako), King &
Artesian Streets (Waikiki) and Holokahana & Oo Streets (Lanakila). Other old
chapel sites listed in R. L. Polk directories are 929 15th Avenue in Kaimuki,
5275 Kalanianaole Highway in
Wailupe, 717 Peltier Avenue in Halawa,
912 Lehua Avenue in Pearl City, and
89-117 Nanakuli Avenue in Nanakuli
on Homestead land donated by George
P.K. Kekauoha. Other old chapels that
have been replaced by newer ones are
at 45-348 Waikalua Road in Kaneohe
and on Kaukonahua Road in Waialua.

Kahala Chapel

Elder Henry P. Richards records dedicating a chapel at Kahana on September 16, 1878 to serve all the
Saints who moved to Kahana Valley during the “awa rebellion” of 1874.
14
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Waialua Chapel

Nanakuli Chapel

Honolulu Mission Home on Lusitana St

Awaiolimu
Honolulu “One-Eyed” Chapel on Lusitana St

As part of Jenson’s mission in 1895 he described branches in the
following locations. Here are photos we have of Waimanalo15, Kawaihapai, and
the Honolulu chapel built in 1888 by Matthew Noall on Lusitana Street16
which was replaced by the Kalihi chapel. It was also called the “one-eyed”
chapel. Next door was the mission home built in 1879, and the Ka‘alaea
chapel dedicated in 1893 which was blown down in a storm in the 1930s.

Believed to be on the site of the present Waimanalo chapel.
This is where Queen Kapiolani and Queen Liliuokalani attended. It was on the west side of Lusitana Street
at the junction of Puowaina Street. The mission home was next door on the south.
15
16
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Now, here is an unidentified chapel I think was in Honolulu somewhere. Could
it be the Makiki chapel?

Makiki Chapel?

12

O’AHU CHAPELS
O’ahu tabernacle dedicated August
17, 1941.
Mosaic by Eugene Francis Savage;
19’ high with 100,000 pieces.
1934 branches from mission
directory
Kalihi
Lanakila
Kaka’ako
Papakolea
Waikiki
Makiki
Kane’ohe
Kahana
La’ie
La’ie Malo’o
Waialua
Wahiawa (Avocado St)
Nanakuli
Pearl City
Watertown (Hickam area)

1933 Polk:
1725 Beckley – Kalihi
2300 Pauoa + mission home
740 Ilaniwai – Kaka’ako
King & Artesian – Waikiki
Holokahana & O’o – Lanakila

1947 Polk:
2300 Pauoa – Papakolea?

1951 Polk:
1594 S. Beretania – mission home
(Malamakoa?)
929 15th Ave. – Kaimuki
740 Ilaniwai – Kaka’ako
1723 Beckley – Kalihi
546 Holokahana – Lanakila
2100 Ladd Lane – Awaiolimu

1958 Polk:
2100 Ladd Lane – Awaiolimu
1049 Mao Lane - ?
717 Peltier Ave. – Halawa
929 15th Ave. – Kaimuki
45-348 Waialua Rd. – Kane’ohe
546 Holokahana Lane – Lanakila
89-117 Nanakuli Ave. – Nanakuli
912 Lehua – Pearl City

Heber J. Grant and Andrew Jenson

Kalihi Chapel

Kalihi Chapel

Kalihi Mission Home

Awaiolimu Mission Home

Awaiolimu Chapel

Waikiki Chapel

Waikiki

Waikiki

Laie Temple ca.1925 (reversed)

Laie Temple ca. 1920

Laie Chapel and Missionaries

Laie Social Hall

Laie Plantation Store

Laie Chapel and School Feb. 1919

Laie Malo’o Chapel 1930

Laie School 1920

Pearl City Chapel

Wahiawa Chapel

Wahiawa Chapel 1921

I Hemolele interior 1918

I Hemolele Front

I Hemolele

Lanihuli Mission Home ca. 1920

Lanihuli Home

Lanihuli Home

Kahana 1907

Kahana Chapel 1946

Kaimuki Chapel

Kaimuki

Kahala-Wailupe Chapel

Kahala in Kaneohe

Nanakuli Chapel

Nanakuli Chapel

Waialua Chapel

Waialua Chapel

Map of Oahu Branches 1895

Waimanalo Branch

Kawaihapai Branch ca. 1903

Honolulu Monsarrat 1899

Honolulu Chapel

Honolulu Mission Home
(Lusitana Street) ca. 1910

Lusitana

Lusitana

Kakaako Ward Chapel

Kakaako 740 Ilaniwai

Lanakila Sanborn

Lanakila Ward Chapel

?

